
AFCEN AND COPYRIGHT – A FEW POINTS REGARDING 
COPYRIGHT AND INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

1   DO I HAVE THE RIGHT TO REPRO-
DUCE THE CODE MY COMPANY 
HAS PURCHASED TO DISTRIBUTE 
IT PHYSICALLY OR ELECTRONICAL-
LY TO THIRD PARTIES (SUPPLIERS, 
SUBCONTRACTORS, CUSTOMERS, 
ETC...) ?

>>> No. It is strictly prohibited to 
reproduce the purchased code by 
any physical or electronic means 
whatsoever for physical or electronic 
distribution to third parties (suppliers, 
subcontractors, customers, etc...).

2   DO I HAVE THE RIGHT TO REPRO-
DUCE THE CODE MY COMPANY 
HAS PURCHASED TO DISTRIBUTE IT 
PHYSICALLY OR ELECTRONICALLY 
TO OTHER COMPANY EMPLOYEES ?
 >>> If the company has paid the 
associated sharing rights of the code 
to AFCEN (if it has taken out an 
unlimited subscription), it is entitled 

to reproduce and distribute the code 
for in-house use and sharing between 
employees. 

 >>> In the event of purchase of a 
unitary code, the code remains limited 
to one single (physical or digital) copy, 
with no distribution, reproduction 
or representation rights possible, 
even for purposes of in-house use and 
sharing between employees of the 
company that purchased the rights.

3    DO I HAVE THE RIGHT TO COPY/
REPRODUCE AN EXTRACT OF THE 
CODE MY COMPANY HAS PUR-
CHASED TO PASTE/INCLUDE IT IN 
A DOCUMENT INTENDED FOR USE 
WITHIN THE COMPANY?

  >>> If the company has paid the 
associated sharing rights of the 
code to AFCEN (if it has taken out 
an unlimited subscription), then an 
employee is entitled to copy/repro-
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duce an extract of the code to paste/

include it in a document intended 

for use within the company, provided 
credit to AFCEN is acknowledged and 
the AFCEN reference of the extract is 
clearly indicated.

  >>> In the event of purchase of a uni-
tary code, the code remains limited to 
one single (physical or digital) copy, 

with no partial or total distribution, 
reproduction or representation rights 
possible. A quotation request may 

however be made, via the contact 

form on afcen.com, to AFCEN, which 

will decide on a case-by-case basis 

whether an authorization is appro-

priate and on the conditions for such 

a quotation.

4   DO I HAVE THE RIGHT TO COPY/
REPRODUCE AN EXTRACT OF 
THE CODE MY COMPANY HAS 

PURCHASED TO PASTE/IN-

CLUDE IT IN A DOCUMENT IN-
TENDED FOR EXTERNAL USE ?
  >>> No. It is strictly prohibited to 

reproduce, partially or in whole, the 

purchased code by any physical or 

electronic means whatsoever for phy-

sical or electronic distribution to third 

parties. A quotation request may 

however be made, via the contact 

form on afcen.com, to AFCEN, which 

will decide on a case-by-case basis 

whether an authorization is appro-

priate and on the conditions for such 

a quotation.

5   WHAT ARE THE RISKS I WILL EX-

POSE MY COMPANY TO IN CASE 
OF BREACH OF COPYRIGHT ?
  >>> Any violation: reproduction, 

disclosure, distribution, transmission 

or any instance of use of a code not 

authorized by the license granted 

by AFCEN to the company consti-

tutes an infringement. Breaches of 

copyright are punished by law (art 

L. 335-1 to L. 335-10 of the Intellec-

tual Property Code); an infringement 

offense, in particular, is punishable by 

a € 300,000 fine and 3 years’ impri-
sonment for the company’s corporate 

officer or members of his/her staff 

who have been empowered with a 

delegation of authority in this regard.

  >>> AFCEN reserves the right to take 
any action, including legal action, it 
deems necessary with regard to a 

violation of its rights.
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